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WE HAVE TWO PROGRAMS 
UNDERGRADUATES ARE ELIGIBLE TO APPLY TO:

Students MAY apply for both programs at the same time.

Students MUST submit a separate application for both.

Bachelor of Arts in Architectural Design 

Bachelor of Arts in Architecture



Bachelor of Arts in Architectural Design

The Bachelor of Arts in Architectural Design is a design studio-
based pre-professional degree that prepares candidates for 
admission with advanced standing to most professional 
architecture graduate programs. It is also good preparation for 
other roles in society that benefit from an understanding of and 
exposure to architectural design and problem solving such as 
government, development, management, planning, marketing, 
technology, art, graphic design, and digital arts.

BA in ARCHITECTURAL DESIGN 

http://arch.be.uw.edu/programs-and-courses/ba-arch-2/ba-arch-design/
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NEIGHBORHOOD DESIGN-BUILD STUDIO
The Howard S. Wright Neighborhood Design/Build Studio is an award-winning studio offered by the 
Department of Architecture at the University of Washington where students design and build small community 
projects for Seattle-area nonprofit groups. Architecture graduates and undergraduates in their final year gain 
experience with clients, public agencies, material and assembly details, and hands-on construction while 
working to benefit people in the greater community.
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FURNITURE 
STUDIO

The approach to the studio is based on the “studio furniture” movement 
in the United States, where individuals with small shops design and build 
one-of-a-kind or limited production furniture pieces.  In this way, the 
furniture that is designed is intimately associated with the tools and 
processes that are available in the CBE metal and wood shops, giving 
direction as well as setting constraints for the project.  The objective is to 
understand designing and making as inter-dependent processes.
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Bachelor of Arts in Architecture

The Bachelor of Arts in Architecture is a four-year, 
undergraduate liberal studies degree program in which 
students explore the many factors that shape our built 
environment.  The Architecture curriculum is based on small 
seminar-style classes and encourages students to build their 
coursework around three main areas of concentration:
+ History and Theory 
+ Sustainable Development
+ Materials and Making/Fabrication

In the final year of the Architecture major, students work 
toward their final capstone project due in the Spring. 

BA in ARCHITECTURE

http://arch.be.uw.edu/programs-and-courses/ba-arch-2/ba-arch/


History, Theory, and Criticism
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Sustainable Technologies

UW CBE ARCH UW Integrated Design Lab

http://arch.be.uw.edu/research/centers/integrated-design-lab/


Materials, making and fabrication

UW CBE ARCH
Photo Lab Fabrication Lab
Materials Library and Daylighting Lab

http://be.uw.edu/spaces/maker-spaces/photo-lab/
http://be.uw.edu/spaces/maker-spaces/fabrication-labs/
http://arch.be.washington.edu/about/facilities/


Study Abroad Opportunities
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http://arch.be.uw.edu/programs-and-courses/opportunities/international-studies/


PREREQUISITES for the

Architecture Major

UW CBE ARCH
*Courses in shaded areas are only offered in the quarters listed



PREREQUISITES for the

Architectural Design Major

UW CBE ARCH

*Courses in the shaded areas are only offered in the quarters listed. ARCH 200 in Autumn is a prerequisite for ARCH 
201 in the Winter.



TRANSFER SCENARIO 1:
Transferring With approximately 45 Credits

• *Students apply to the UW for Autumn Quarter of the following year.  When 
deciding to take this path, one consideration for the student is whether or not 
they have established a strong enough academic record by the February UW 
Transfer Application deadline.

• IF ADMITTED TO UW:

• *Continue with General Education requirements.

• *Begin pre-requisites for the Architectural Design and/or Architecture majors.

• *Apply to the Department of Architecture’s Architectural Design or 
Architecture Majors with design portfolio and application material. Deadline 
first day of UW Spring Quarter.

http://arch.be.washington.edu/admissions/


TRANSFER SCENARIO 2:
Transferring With an A.A. and 90+ Credits

• *Take part-time load at WA State Community College.

• *Apply to take Architecture pre-requisites at UW on a standby enrollment, 
space available basis.  Register as a non-matriculated student through UW 
Continuum College’s Non-Degree Enrollment program

• *Complete A.A. and Architecture pre-requisites simultaneously.

• *Works best if attending a nearby Washington State Community College.

• *Coordinate with WSCC and UW advisers and Financial Aid offices.

http://www.outreach.washington.edu/nondegree/


• *Apply to take Autumn Quarter Architecture 350 and 200 pre-requisites at
UW on a standby enrollment, space available basis.

• *Apply to take Winter Quarter Architecture 351 and 201 pre-requisite at
UW on a standby enrollment, space available basis.

• *Apply to the UW Office of Admissions for Transfer Admission for
following Autumn Quarter. Deadline February ~15.

• *Apply to the Department of Architecture’s Architectural Design or
Architecture Majors with design portfolio and application material
Deadline first day of UW Spring Quarter.

TRANSFER SCENARIO 2 - Timeline:
Transferring With an A.A. and 90+ Credits

https://www.nondegree.uw.edu/
https://www.nondegree.uw.edu/
https://admit.washington.edu/
http://arch.be.washington.edu/admissions/


Winter Undergraduate 
ONLINE Q&A INFORMATION SESSIONS
Architecture & Arch. Design Majors

February    2 3:00 - 3:45 pm PST
February    8 1:30 - 2:15 pm PST
February  23 3:00 - 3:45 pm PST
March  7 2:00 - 2:45 pm PST  
March   17 4:00 - 4:45 pm PST

Register here:
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/
e/1FAIpQLSc4gWZPhEqUaOdQ2lqQnAQG7ISl-jG8MxBhtnS-
aw6BSXmn6A/viewform

UW CBE ARCH

January   24 2:00 - 2:45 pm PST

https://catalyst.uw.edu/q#sawada/282803/summary


Course Requirements for Application to the UW 
Architectural Design Major

• *71 credits in general education coursework: can be taken
at a Washington State Community College

• *19- credits of Architecture pre-requisite coursework (ARCH
350, 351, 352 and 200, 201 and 231): must be taken at UW



APPLICATION MATERIALS

Students applying to BOTH programs will submit TWO complete & separate
applications.  The resume and transcripts will be identical, but the application
form and essay questions are different.  

APPLICATIONS WILL INCLUDE:

1. Application form (there are different forms for each degree)
2. Transcripts

UW transcript or any other transfer institutions
Community College Transcripts
DARS-Degree Audit Reporting System

3. Personal Resume
4. Personal Essay
5. Portfolio of creative work (for Architectural Design ONLY)

Writing sample [for Architecture only]

BA in ARCHITECTURAL DESIGN |  BA in ARCHITECTURE 

https://www.washington.edu/students/reg/dars/
https://careers.uw.edu/channels/tell-your-story/
https://depts.washington.edu/writeuw/centers.html


submitting the application: 
BA in ARCHITECTURE
Compile your information in the following order:

Application Form
Transcripts
DARS Report
Resume
Essay
Writing Sample
ARCH 200/201 work optional

Available February 25, 2022 - March 28, 2022
Applications not accepted after 4:00 pm. PST

https://arch.be.uw.edu/admissions/undergraduate-admissions/ba-arch/
https://www.washington.edu/students/reg/dars/)
https://careers.uw.edu/channels/tell-your-story/
https://depts.washington.edu/writeuw/centers.html


submitting the application: 
BA in ARCHITECTURE DESIGN
Layout and organize your information in the following order:

Application Form
Transcripts
DARS Report
Resume
Essay
Creative Work

Available February 25, 2022 - March 28, 2022
Applications not accepted after 4:00 pm. PST

https://arch.be.uw.edu/admissions/undergraduate-admissions/ba-arch-design/
https://www.washington.edu/students/reg/dars/
https://careers.uw.edu/channels/tell-your-story/
https://depts.washington.edu/writeuw/centers.html


APPLICATION DEADLINE

Monday, First Day of Spring Quarter
PDF file of portfolio uploaded to Application Site

March 28, 2022
Applications not accepted after 4:00 pm. PST

*Transfer students that have not yet been admitted to the UW must have a UW Transfer
application (February deadline) on file with the Office of Admissions.

https://arch.be.uw.edu/admissions/
https://admit.washington.edu/


WRITING SAMPLES

• Your writing sample can come from one of your Area of Knowledge,
composition, or "W" courses.

• It should be 4-12 pages and can be an expository, research or creative
work.  You can make revisions to strengthen an existing piece.  Your final
submission should reflect your best and most refined work.

• UW Writing Resources

https://depts.washington.edu/writeuw/centers.html


PORTFOLIO EXAMPLES













Charcoal Drawings
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